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The Price of Petrol. 


The cost of petrol continues to in- 
crease, yet the demand for it slackens 
but slightly. Even though a duty of 
one-third of the value was added 
by the last Budget to the cost of imported 
motor-cars—and, now that home manu- 
facturers are engaged in munitions work, 


4 
Ei 


“- PUBLIC AMUSEMFENTS. . 
GAIETY THEATRE. 


~ :-To- Night at 8.0. Farly Doors at 7.0, 
TWO SPECIAL MATINEES, 
WEDNESDAY and SATURDAY, at 2.50. 
The Evormously Successful Spy Play, 


THE MAN WHO 
STAYED AT HOME. 


| LONDON CORRESPONDENCE. 
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PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS. | r 
THEATRE ROYAL lHOPEINSON 
45 TWI NIGHTLY 
PIANOS. 


probable or approximate cost of the pro- | under the direct auspices of the 
posal if carried into eilect. The soldiers in the ‘new ; 
ohe — ' p, Ma | she will not cease to be soldiers when 
Pim said the price of bread was lower th A cae i bui te nse eae 
in Dublin than in most other places in def ilding a great wa 
the United Kingdom. Of the 9d. paid ence round England. Everywhere the | 
for the 4]b. loaf at least 2d. was due to | obstacles to food production will be! 
excessive freight on the carriage of wheat. | swept away, and the men of the 
hardly be able 
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153 FLEET STREET, LONDON, 
Monpay NIGHT. 

A White Paper was issued to-day giving 
selections from the correspondence found 
on Captain von Papen when he arrived at 
Falmouth last month. It does not add | 
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Established 1873. 


Fall statement of requirements should be given. 
Many Principals are at present willing to reduce 


“ IRISH TIMES.” 
BELFAST BRANCH OFFICF, 
108 ROYAL AVENUE. 


"Phone—1787, Belfast. 


- 


Quay; | 


aa | Irish Bramley Seedlings 


~ | Valen 


| NEW 


TIVOLI TIVOLL 
The ime Mystery of Modern Times. 


Leslie Race, Hamilton and M‘Nab, The Sheveroskys. 
Grant & Gray, Adams & Wallace, Mathews & Lady. 


PALLEs & CUSSICK, Tue Actor Comedians. 

~ - seo . -. 

MR. CLARKE BARRY'S BANDS 

Some recent Bookings for Dances. etc. (almost 

in aid of various charitable objects) :—Jan. 

4, Tewn Hall, Dundalk; Jan. 5, Courthouse, 

Nenagh; Jan. East Avenue Hall, Killarney; 

. 6, Private Dance, Rathgar; Jan. 7, Civics’ 

otel, Dablin; Jan. 7, St. Ita’s 

Jan. 8, Mr. Legectt Byrne's Dance, 

'Dublin ; Jan. 12, New Hall, Knock- 

Jan. Maynooth Ball, Gresham Hotel; 

Private Dance, Sallins: Jan. 18, wn 

, Mallow; Jan. 21, Imperial Hotel, Cork; 

Jan. 22, National Theatre, Thurles; Jan. 25, New 

Halil, Kells: Jan. 25,° Courthouse, Nenagh; Jan. 

28. Imperial Hotel, Cork; Jan. 28, The Hail, 

es Jan. 29, St. Francis Xavier's Hail, 
bubiin. 

Current Bookings include -—Tipperary, RBailie- 
boro’. Limerick (second visit), Carragh Camp, 
Gresham Hotel (5 dates), Ennis, Kildare, Hospital 
(Co. Limerick), Mullingar, D.B.C., Sackville street 
(2). Nenagh (third visit), Tralee, Lucan, Carrick- 
on-Shannon, Carrickmacross, Cork (third visit), 
Charleville (second visit), and the various functions 
of the popular Ivernian Club at the Pillar Room, 
Rotunda 

Early application. necessary to ensure Mr. Clarke 
Rarry'’s personal attendance. 'Phone— “ Drum- 
condra 26.” Telegrams-——‘* Waltz, Dublin,” 

.. Address—75 DRUMCONDRA ROAD, DUBLIN 
,sY w. Y x 
THE COLISEUM THEATRE 
6.45..PANTOMIME—TWICE NIGHTLY..9 occ. 
a v Y $3 
JACK AND JILL. 
REDLCED PRICES FOR CHILDREN 
To 6.45 Performances and to 2.50 
7 - -” “ + a 
MATINEE ON SATURDAY. 


POX OFFICE, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 


TEL. 4125. 
MA 
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é PUBLIC NOTICES. . 
DUBLIN CONSUMERS' 


LTD. 
ENQUIRE AT 27 DAWSON STREET 


CONTRACTS. 
EMT COR TRACTS 

ig ~ealed Tenders for the Purchase of Wornout 
Necessure’s in possession of Troops will be received 
the undermentioned Office until 12 ocloch noon 
13th FEBRCARY. 1916. 
Forms of Tender and full particulars can be ob- 
ained on application to the Chief Ordpaiice Cfficer, 

Dublin 
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LEGAL NOTICES. 
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of Mich Coart of Justice in Ireland, made 
the Matter of the Estate of 
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J hate] in the County of Dublin, 
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In the constrection of Hopkinsos 
Pianos painstaking care is com- 
bined ‘th the most scientifie 
methods of today. The result 
is a tone that is rich, fuil, and 
rosomant; a touch easy, elastic, 
and respossive. 


Gole Agente : 
CRAMER, WOOD, & CO 


4 and 5 WESTMORELAND ST., DUBLIN. 


At Cahir, County Tipperary, the hear 
ing concluded yesterday of the case in 
which Lady Ida Massy char District 
Inspector Potter, of the Royal Irish Con- 
stabulary, with having writtén a threaten- 
ing letter to her. The magistrates, in 
sending the case for trial, expressed no 
opinion on. it. 
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On the London Stock Exchange yester- 
day there was only a: moderate volume of 
business. Prices moved narrowly and with 
indecision, though the underlying condi- 
tions on the whole were satisfactory. Gilt- 
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” MEADE v. COONAN, 2915, No 122. 
ersone claiming to be Incumbrancers affect. | 
Lands of Newcastie North, con | 
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the Lands ef Newcastle South, containing | 
oods 25 perches aetatute measure. other | 
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roods and 3 perches statute 
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at the Chambers of the Honorable Mr 
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said Order 
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he fore the said Honorable Wr 
at his Chamber. Four Courts, 
Srd dav of Marel... 1916, at 11 
; on the forenoon, being the time ap 
r adjndicating on the claims 
this 4th day of February, 
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STATUTORY NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
In the Goods o 
late of Coolronan, in the County 
[wceas! i 
to the Stat ta | 
| Peraons ciaim i 
lo have any i 
the estate or effects of | 
who did on the 12th I 
1915, are hereby required, on | 
« 6th day of March, 1916, to furnish | 
ng) the particelars of such claims or de. | 
“ls to the undersigned Solicitor for the hAecn- 
of the said Deceased, to whom Probate of the 
| of said Deceased has been granted on the 2nd 
day of February. 1916, forth of the Principal 
Registry, Kinc’s Bench Division (Probate) of the 
Coort of Justice in Ireland And Notice is 
further given that after the said 6th day of 
1916, the said Exeeutors will proceed to 
the assets of the mid Deceaard. having 
to the claims of which particalara shall 
received as ahove required 
hie 4th dav of February 1916 
R. NORWAN POTTERTON. Solicitor for 
Executors, 42 Fleet. street, Dublin 


acainst 
Deceased 
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GRAHAM'S 
- MIXTURE. 


J. J. GRAHAM & CO. 


30 WEST MORELAND STREET. DUBLIN 


VANISH AS 

FEW DOSES OF 

Thousands Cured 
6 Hottlea 
sd ‘ 


- 


KNOWLES axp SONS, 


—_—_  — 


CHOICE FRUIT. 
FINEST SELECTION 
IN THE CITY. 


-“—— 


LOVERS OF APPLES 
READ THIS LIST: 


an Newtown Pippins 

Newtown Pippins 

er Newtown Pippins 

Winesaps 

Jonathans 
I i á Snove 
f Canad in Golden Russet 
Cooking). per Small Barrel, 

10-, 12/6, and 15 

Seediess Oranges, 5- to 4- per Dozen, 
Denia Oranges, 2- per Dozen 
i & (ranges, 6d., 9d., 1, 16 per Dozen 
| Mander 16, 2’. 2/46 per Box of 25 
| Grape Fruit, 5- and 7- per Dosen 


Californian 


Lovely 


i 


—— - 


SEASON'S 
PEACHES, 
PLUMS. 


| 


| NECTARINES, 
PEARS, 


OPENING ORDERS SHOULD BE ACCOMPANIED 
WITH CASH OR REFERENCES 


—-—- — 


KNOWLES, 
27 GRAFTON STREET, 


AND 


24 UPPER BAGGOT ST. 


i 
I 
‘THE DOLPHIN,” 
ESSEX STREET. 
PREMIER RESTAURANT AND HOTEL. 
UNCHEONS AND 
pras á la carte. 


BREAKFASTS, SUPPERS. 
PTINABLE D'HOTS, 5 to 8 o'clock, 3/- and 4:.. 


Dou bie, 


|; SR es in Best Style—Singie, 5 
5/-. 


— SS eee 


OUR CLEANING OF 
LACE CURTAINS 


IS EQUAL. TO OUR OTHER WORK 
IN THOROUGHNESS AND Fi NISI1. 
CAN WE RECOMMEND IT MORE 
EFYECTIVELY? 


a at —  — a —— 


-— - 


DUVAL ET CIE, 
DUBLIN OFFICE : 
8 NASSAU STRERT. 


HOT WATER BAGS. 
ELVERY & CO., LTD., 


ELEPHANT HOUSE. 


DUBLIN. CORK LON DON 


COLDWELL’S SALE. 
ODD LOTS AND SURPLUS STOCK. 
REAL BARGAINS 
GRAFTON STREET. 


I —— 


&1 


BY 


APPOINTMENT. 


WEST & SON 
HAVE A VERY. LARGE STOCK Or WRIST 
WATCHES IN BOTH GOLD SILVER, 

Including 


THE SERVICE WATCH 
IN STRONG SILVER CAAF, with LI MINOUS 
FIGURES and HANDS and SPRCTAL LEV LR 
MOVEMENT, PRICE £2 10 
E AliOW ROOMS 


GRAFTON HOUSE, 
GRAFTON STREET, DUBLIN, 


AND 


To-day . 


Dublin i nited 
2 m 


HIGH WATER AT DUBLIN BAR. 


FF“ 
- 


s— Morning 


1.58 Evening ....<«....«.. 
To morrow sá 


40 ”“ 


IGHTING-UP TIME 


IS FOR TO-DAY. 
+ 

Hippedrome, 6.45 and 9 p.m 

as Who Stayed at Home,” 8 p.m. 

Vindew » 45 and 5 
Sailor," 6.40 and 9 


ARRANGEMEN 


Theatre Roy 
TÍ 


al 
Gaiety he M 


ivel:i Theatre 
Coliseam Theatre 

Abbey Theatre 
ef Bianco Posnet 
Rotunda Pictures, 5 ' 
Rohemian Picture Theatre 
Piliar Pic wlinuouse 
{nnua 


' 6.4 and ° p.m 
The Shewing. lp 


‘The Coiner 
8.1 


and “ The Orangeman 
nd 9 p.m 
Phibsboroogh--3 to 10 
Performance 
Meeting, 


yw) 


212 


“ría! }trut 


Tram 4) 
4 Foster place. 2 p.m 


Veoant Jerome Cemetery (: 
Magee as Canon of Christ 


Installation of Rev &. H 
Church Cathedral, 3 p.m 

lady Wimborne at the War Office Hospital Sapply 
Depot 4 Merrion souare [ch pm 

(College of Science ~—Lectur 

Drapers Assistants Annual 

Cemforte Fund—Subsaription 


Ghe dish Grimes. 


- 


FEBRUARY s, 1916 


Rotenda, 7.4 


Dance, Aberdeen Hail 


TUESDAY), 


—_—_ 


The Lnited States newspapers are dis- 
cussing the latest communication from 
Berlin in regard to the Lusitania without 
knowing its precise contents. It is 
generally believed, according to New York 
telegrams, that the language of the Ger- 
man Note is not altogether satisfactory, 
as it does not fully meet the American 
demands. It is stated that if the Note 
as at present expressed is agreed to there 
would be a wave of »dignation throughout 
the United States Count Bernstorff is 
said to be in a particularly amiable frame 
of mind. and is described as insisting that 
the controversy will be adjusted, as in the 
Arabic case. He is said to have full 
powers to effect a settlement. According 
to the Washington Correspondent of the 
Associated Press, officials state that the 
mere choice of words will not be allowed 
to prevent the success of the Lusitania 
negotiations, and the United: States wil! 
not insist on the use of the words “ille: 
gal’’ or “disavowal.” The Chairman of 
the Foreign Relations Committee of the 
Senate has expressed the opinion that the 
Lusitania case is virtually settled. 

The Admiralty denies the report that 
H.M.S. Caroline was struck by a bomb 
and sunk in the Humber during the recent 
Zeppelin raid. 

The imports for January amounted to 
£74,948,241, against £67,246,301 in the 
corresponding month last year, an increase 
of 7,701,850. The exports were 
£36,757,167, against £28.247,592, an in- 
crease of £8,509.575 

Lords Crewe and Lansdowne have ad.- 
dressed a communication to the members 
of the House of Lords expressing the hope 
that they will find it possible to attend 
the opening of the next Session on 
February 15th, and, so far as other duties 
in the service of the country permit, to be 
present at the debates during the course 
of the Session. 

Admiral Jellicoe, on behalf of the Grand 
Fleet, has sent a telegram congratulating 
the crew of the Clan MacTavish on the 
gallant fight made against the German 
raider Moewe. 5 

At the monthly meeting of the Dublin 
City Council yesterday, the tender of 
Messrs. H: and J. Martin, contractors, 
Dublin, was accented for the building of 
workmen's dwellings, at a total cost of 


£20,076, on the old Ormond Market 


edged issues, as a whole, were hard. In 
the Foreign market, Russians showed to 
increased advantage. Home Rails were in 
some respects a drooping market, but the 
sentiment, on the whole, was hopeful. 
Americans developed no special feature. 
Money was only in moderate demand, and, 
the supply being ample, overnight ad- 
vances were made at 4 per cent.. The Dis- 
count market was very weak, and takers 
of bills made slight concessions to do busi- 
ness. In+ Dublin the Stock market was 
busier. Dublin and South-Eastern Pref. 
was marked uv 4 points. Guinness Shares 
were unchanged. The interim dividend is 
the same as a year ago. 


a ag 


A Great Experiment. 


Forty years before the birth of Christ 
the Roman Triumvirs rewarded their 
soldiers with a great confiscation of lands : 


farmers who had to make room for the 
victors of Philippi. Now, 
thousand years afterwards, a 
annexation is heralded. In spite of the 
myriad complexities of modern iife, 
economic necessities do not change, and 
war, which. simplifies all things, has 
brought the world back to the very bed- 
rock of human needs. The only difference 
that civilisation has wrought that 
owners of land which is wanted for State 
purpeses are now compensated by the 
State. The problem of finding employ- 
ment after the war for a great number of 
‘British soldiers is of the utmost urgency 
and importance It is probable that not 
more than one million of the three millions 
who are serving in the British Army “ for 
the duration of the war” can count on 
returning to settled and secure positions 
in hfe. Of the remainder a large 
number will not want to return to the life 
of towns, and will emigrate to the Domi- 
nions and other new lands. Nevertheless, 
many hundreds of thousands of young men 
will come back to these islands, after they 
have beaten the Germans, with no cer- 
tainty of employment. We cannot foresee 
the country’s industrial conditions im 
mediately after the war, but they may be 
unfavourable for some time, and they are 
bound to be fluctuating and irregular. 
These young men will find, too, that, 
during*the war, women have made a large 
invasion of the field of labour Unless 
the ‘State is ready with a plan, grave 
troubles may follow. The State, therefore, 
giving much attention to the 
subject. For some time the Home Uffice, 
the Board of Trade, and the English Board 
of Agriculture have been conducting 
separate inquiries into the problem of em- 
ploying discharged sailors and soldiers on 
the land. The feport of the Board of 
Agricultere’s Committee is believed to be 
ready for publication, and a news-agency 
has just circulated a forecast of it which 
has been generally accepted as accurate. 
The Committee included -Unionists, 
Liberals, and Labour men, and the report 
is said to be unanimous. It is, in that 
case, a remarkable illustration of the revo- 
lutionary effect of war on political thought, 
for the Committee, proposes the most am- 
bitious and thorough going scheme of State 
Socialism that has ever been issued with 
the sanction, however indirect, of a British 
Government. The scheme advocates the 
placing of a large number of sailors and 
soldiers on the land under conditions 
which seem the most likely to turn them 
into self-supporting and successful farmers 
The Small Holdings Act of 1909 was a 
failure; therefore, the Committee sought 
a broader basis of action, and has found 
it in the compulsory acquisition of land 
on a very considerable scale. It is stated 
that an initial grant of not less than 
£3,000,000 will be required to purchase 
the land, to compensate for tenant right, 
to build, fence, and drain, and to supply 
stock, seeds, and implements. The Com- 
mittee has decided that the new settler is 
to be the tenant, not the owner, of his 
holding; he will pay an equitable interest 
by way of rent. Thus only does the report 
see a way of avoiding the pitfalls that 
beset occupying have little 
private capital and less initial experience 
of their new way of life. Having planted 
its soldiers on the land, how is the State 
going to ensure that the experiment shal! 
be made with the fullest possibility of 
success’ The Committee s answer to this 
question ought to have a very real interest 
for the small farmers of Ireland, for these 
soldier-farmers, constituted in colonies, 
will be very small holders, indeed. In 
the first place, the Committee attaches 
high importance to the minor aspects of 
rural production—poultry, pig, and calf 
rearing, home industries, small dairy 
farming, and mixed production. In the 
next place, it holds that the success of the 
scheme will depend largely on co-operative 
working of the land, co-operative buying 
and selling, co-operative marketing and 
transit, and the establishment of co-opera- 
tive banks and credit societies, with. at 
the outset, a limited financial backing from 
the State. In a word, this Committee 
appointed by the English Board of Agri- 
culture has taken over, for the purposes 
of one of the biggest economic experi- 
ments that were ever proposed in these 
countries, the whole programme of the 
Irish Agricultural Organisation Society. 
The report will impress at least two 
thoughts on every intelligent mind.. The 
State foresees the enormous importance of 
the agricultural industry after the war— 
its economic importance and its military 
importance. Amid the industri4] strife 
and uncertainty of the coming years the 
land will be, or ought to be, the guarantee 
of a settled livelihood for many millions 
of the population of these islands. Its 


Is 


civil 


has been 


owners who 


area. Dr. Daniel Harrington was ap 
ae Permanent Assistant Resident ; 
Medical Superintendent of the Crooksling 
Sanatorium. Mr. T. Daly moved 
a resolution that would fx the 
minimum wage of full time Corpora- 
tion labourers of twenty-one years’ service 


FNUE BEST WEEK-END APPR FOR DUBLIN 
ig the WEKKLY IRISH TIMES. Last 
su bale every 
há 


deter day morning. 


at 25s. per week of fifty hours, with an 
increase of 2s. for each completed five 
years’ service, until a maximum of: 36s. 
was reached. It was objected that the 
proposer did not know what this resolu- 
tion, if carried, would cost in the aggre- 
gate each year, and several members gave 
it as their hm” that it would impose 
too heavy a burden upon the ratepayers. 
An amendment to the motion was carried 


products will always be indispensable ; 
steady and scicntific labour on the land 
will always be rewarded by health, a com. 
petency, and “the glorious privilege of 
being independent,” The military aspect 
will be even more important to future 
British Governments. If Germany had 
possessed five thousand submarines in 
August, 1914, she would have been mistress 
of Europe to-day, for England would have 
been starved into subjection long ago. This 
war has proved that the British Islands 
cannot be sure of victory in their next 
great war unless they are able to live on 
their own food supplies. We are about to 


Virgil's father was one of the peaceful | 


nearly two | 
similar | 


| starvation. 


| from the enemy Governments the guarantee | 


eee ——mmmas 


next generation, will 
to believe that a Department of the State 


discourage those co-operative principles 
which the English Board of Agriculture's 
Committee accepts as essential t.. the pro- 
gress of the country’s most vital industry. 
The other thought which this report will 
leave upon the mind is one of almost 
startling realisation of the swift and 
sudden progress of State Socialism. In 
the last two years we have surrendered 
cheerfully to the State more than it has 
dared to claim from us in the last two 


centuries—something of our personal 
liberty, a very large control of our 
finances, a drastic control of industry, 
and now, it seems, we are to witness a great 
experiment in the nationalisation of the 
land. Some oí these things are tem- 
porary measures which will pass with the 
restoration of peace, but some of them 


will remain to shape a wholly new system 
of relationship between the citizen and 
the State. We are tfavelling faster and 
farther than we know. 


Poland. 


The Foreign Office has issued a very in- 
teresting and instructive correspondence 
which has passed between the American | 
Polish Societies and the British Govern. 
ment. The Polish Societies represent 
té the British § Government — that 
the people of Russian Poland are 
starving. and ask that our blockade 
may be lifted to permit American relief 


supplies to be sent to them by way of the | 
Baltic and the Vistula) Mr. Asquith and | 
Sir Edward Grey, in their reply, point 
out that the distress in Poland is wholly | 
due to the fact that the native stocks of 
foodstuffs are not only being requisitioned 
for the support of the occupying enemy 
armies, but are actually being exported to 
Germany and Austria. The stoppage of | 
such exports, and the replacement by the | 
enemy of the stocks already seized, would 
remove the danger of the Polish people's 
The first step to be taken im 
the interests of Poland is the establish- 
ment of an organisation on the spot to 
control all remaining stocks and to obtain 


of a daily ration to the population equi- 
valent to the foodstuffs seized in the past. 
The British Government is satusfied that 
permission to import at present would 
only stumulate the -requisitions of the 
enemy, by giving them the assurance of 
supplies to replace what they saza In 


these circumstances it cannot enter into 
any arrangement for relief until the 
enemy adopt the measures which are de- 
manded by the situation as it exists. 


There is more in the disclosure of this 
situation than matter for pity of the 
people of Poland. There is satusfactory 
evidence of the economic extremity to 
which our bleckade has reduced the 


enemy. They have no object, except that 
of their own dire necessity, for starving 
the Polish péople. On the contrary, it is 
a complete reversal of the very adroit 
policy which they have pursued since 
their occupation of the country After 
the outbreak of war the relations between 
the Russians and the Poles showed some 
improvement, but thé circumstances of the 
Russian retreat left in the Poles a bitter 
sense of resentment. The invaders 
were quick to turn this Polish resentment 
against the Russians to their own advan- 
tage. They rained on the Poles conces- 
sions of hberties for which they had 
sighed in vain during a century of Rus- 
sian rule. The use of the Polish 
language was much more widely per- 
mitted. National customs which the Kus- 
sians had endeavoured to suppress, or at 
least had regarded with suspicion, were 


fostered and encouraged. The Poles under 
German and Austrian military occupation 
were given a more liberal measure of self- 
government than they had enjoyed under 
the civil rule of Russia. In Warsaw, for 
example, a Polish Committee of Public 
Safety, created on the evacuation of the 
Russian officials, which kept order in the 
city pending the German occupation, was 
confirmed in its functions by the invaders, 
and exercised them with little restraint 
from the German Governor-General. But all 
these efforts are thrown away if the enemy 
are now depriving the people of their 
food. Liberty is a good thing, but con- 
querors who offer the people liberty and 
take away their bread will win scant sym- 
pathy in Poland. Only one conclusion 
is possible from this remarkable reversal 
of the enemy's Polish policy. It is that 
their political designs, important as these 
are, must give piace to their still more 
urgent need of food for themselves. 


—— 
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The German Mark. 


A few weeks ago we commented upon 
the pronounced fall in the exchange 
values of the German mark in neutral 
money markets. The New York ex- 
change market was the most convenient 
to take for illustration then, because it 
offered easy comparison of the value of 
the German mark with that of the British 
sovereign. The latter stands as near its 
normal peace value as can be expected, in 
view of the fact that our credit is bearing 
the strain not only of our own huge foreign 
purchases, but also, to a large extent, of 
those made by our Allies. The exchange 
value of the mark, the index of German 
credit, on the other hand, was getting 
lower every day. More intricate, bat in 
many ways more significant, than the New 
York quotations were those recorded in the 
neutral money centres in Europe. They, too, 
came tumbling down. It was announced 
that measures would be taken to repair the 
exchanges. We are now learning some- 
thing as to the nature of those measures, 
and as to the extent of their success. They 
have been energetic enough to yield some 
success, but the value of the mark, even 
in the countries adjoining Germany, is 
still far below the normal rate. In 
Switzerland, for example, where one 
hundred marks used to exchange for 123.45 
Swiss francs, their value at the beginning 
of the year was a little more than 95 
francs, and has now risen to just over 96 
francs. Thé methods employed by the Ger- 
man Government for raising the exchanges 
are arousing resentment in the neutral 
countries where they are chiefly In opera- 
tion—Holland, Sweden, and Switzerland, 
the countries from which Germany is im- 


porting most heavily. Germany is, in fact, 
employing every possible method except 
that which is demanded by the situation— 
payment in gold. The lesson of the pre- 
sent state of the exchanges is that these 
countries, which until lately have been 
content to finance German imports on the 


strength of German credit. no longer have 
the same confidence in that credit. It is 
the surest token yet presented of Ger- 


referring the matter to the Finance Com- | “ 
mittey to inquire and report as to the witness a huge development of agriculture ' many’¢approach to financial exhaustion. 


there are few but imported cars to be 


in Ireland once did its deliberate best to | bought—people still are buying new cars, 


and, in using them, consuming petrol at 
& cost which, not long ago, would have 
been thought prohibitive. 
high price of motor fuel does not deter 
private motorists from using their cars as 
freely as ever, some other means of achiev- 
ing that purpose is likely to be sought; 
for imports of petrol have their share in 
enlarging the national bill for imports, 
which the Government, in the interests of 
the community, is anxious to check. It 
is now stated that the supply of petrol 
available for the use of owners of private 
motor-cars 1s to be considerably restricted, 
and some of the companies engaged in the 
trade have put a limit on the number of 
gallons to be supplied to various districts. 
No alternative to petro] as motor fuel 1s 
now in the market. When war broke 
out the production of benzole as an 
alternative fuel was making rapid head- 
way, but the demand for that and other 
by-products of coal distillation for mun- 
tions has taken it ont of the motor fuel 
market. It is strange to think that 
benzole production was an outcome of the 
agitation aroused by the petro! prices be 
fore the war—prices to which motorists 
would be glad enough now to return. 
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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT. 


BY ROYAL COMMISSION. 

Tt officially announced that 

will be opened on Tuesday next by Commis- 
sion, and not by the King in person. 


1s 


WHIP TO MEMBERS OF THE 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
The following communication has heen ad 
dreased to members the H of Lords 


im connection opening of next ses 


of use 


with the 


| gion 


House of Lords. February 5, |! 
15 an address will 
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THE KING'S VISITORS. 

—— +-——— 
Asquith had an audience of the King 
Admiral Sir Henry Jackson and 
received 


Mr 
yesterday 
Major-General C. E. 
by His Majesty 


Callwell were 


MOVEMENTS OF MINISTERS. 


— >_> - - — 


The Prime Minister returned to Downing 
street from Kent early vesterday afternoon 
Mr. McK enna, (Chancellor of the ke xche- 


quer, was engaged at the Treasury yesterday 


morning with M. Ribot, the French Finance | ) 


Minister. 


—— —ll 


~~ 


SIR EDWARD CARSON 
INDISPOSED., 


—_ 


Sir Edward Carson has, on the advice of his 
doctor, been obliged to cance! al! arrange 
mente for the next few weeks. No corre 
spondence will be forwarded Urgent letters 
should be addressed to his secretary, Mr 
Pembroko Wicks, 1 Garden Court, Temple, 
E.C. 
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M.P.'S SALARIES THREATENED. 


- 
- 


Although the second report of the Public 
Services Retrenchment Commuttee 
yet reached its final form, it will, 
Lobby Correspondent of the London Doeily 


has not 


writes the 


Express, probably with with M.P.’s salaries, 
Education,and National Insurance It is believed 
the Committee favour not the abolition of 
M.P.s salaries, but ther reduction from 
£400 to £500 a year Upinion is divided re- 
garding education economies, and there 
possibly be a minority report on the sub 
ject. A Special Committee set up on the re 
commendation of the Retrenchment Co: 
mittee is to consider the overhauling 
National Insurance Act 


mas 
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SECHETARY 
WEST. 
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A NEW INDUSTRY. 
The Chlef Secretary for lrelagd travelled 
to Recess Hotel, Connemara, alter attendi: 
ond 


Robins in, 


THE CHIEF IN THE 


the recruiting meeting in tiaisay on the 


Accompamied by Ser Henry 


of 


inst. 
Vice-President 
Board, he visited next day the 
fugees’ settlement at Balla, Co: Mayo. Here 
he was met by Lady Molony, representing 
the Belgian Relief Committee appointed by 
the Local Government Board, and made an 
inspection of the premises and grounds, 
accompanied by Lady Moleny and Mr 
Mercier, the Superintendent of the Settle 
ment. The Chief Secretary expressed his 
pleasure at finding that the Belgians were 
happy and comfortable in their temporary 
home, and that they were able to speak 
warmly of the kindness and sympathy shown 
to them by the people of the district. 

On the following day Mr. Birrel] 
visit to the Belmullet Union and to 
villages on the north coast of Mavo 

At Pulathomas he called upon the Rev. 
A. Timlin, P.P.,, aad with him inspected the 
Lace Schools of the Congested 
Board, where a new industry of silk button 
making has been successfully set on foot 
and is affording emsloyment for a large num. 
ber of girls. This trade up to the time of 
the war was chiefly carried on in Germany 
and it is heped that it may prove a meane 
of permanent employmest in the district 
The Chief. Secretary spent Sufday at Mul. 
ramny, and returned to Dublin by the limited 
mail on Monday. , 
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FRENCH JOURNALISTS IN 
LONDON. 


mu 
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The Government's Entertainment Commit 
tee gave a luncheon at the Hote! Cecil yeater- 
day to a party of about a dozen French )our- 
nalists who are now in England for the study 
of the naval, military, and economic conditions 
of the country. Lord Robert Ceci! pres.ded. 


—— 
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OF THE REALM. 


DEFENCE 


The Minister of Manitions cal! “á 
to the fact that acetone has Fr 
an important constituent of military exnio. 
sives, and that dealings in it are now =. 
~~ to the restrictions im under 


fence of the Reaim Regulations. 


“IN CAMERA.” 
Se — 
A Court of Criminal A al sa 
to hear an application in mee Srey 
It was described as “An application for leave 
to appeal,” and there was no indication of its 
nature. The windows of the doors of the 
Court were curtained from the inside, and 
only the counsel concerned were admitted. 
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much to the information published at the 
time, though it is well worth reading for 


the insight that it gives into the secret | 


workings of a Foreign Embassy. Jer- 


vided by the facsimiles of a number of 
cheques signed by von Papen. One of 
these records the payment of 100 dollars 
to Kuepferle, probably the German spy 
who committed suicide in England last 
July. 

A note, undated, from Prince Hatzfeldt 
to Captain von Papen is noteworthy as 
showing that Bulgaria's adhesion to the 
Central Powers was expected last summer. 
“My wife writes me, says the Prince, 
“that Bulgaria will certamly come in on 
our side after the harvest at the end of 
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